Bridging Back Through 10: Subtraction

Bridging back through 10 is a useful subtraction strategy. It involves subtracting to make 10
and then taking away whatever is left over. Images created using free virtual manipulatives
by Amplify are available at Polypad.com.

To bridge through 10: Example: 15-7 =

1. Model the calculation using Cuisenaire | " | - |
rods.

2. Partition the number being subtracted so | 10 5
it bridges through 10. °

3. Subtracttoreach 10, then take away | 10 5
the remaining amount. =

4. Use knowledge of number bonds of - ;

10 to identify what is left.
5. Record the calculation on a number N /\/\

. [} 1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10 u 12 13 14 15
line.

. : : 15-7=(15-5)-2=10-2=8
6. Write the calculation as an equation. Pa
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